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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This paper serves to update and inform the SASAR Aeronautical Sub Committee on all matters relating to the ARCC both
operationally and administratively over the period from 1 August 2025 — 31 January 2026.

Operational statistics and incidents of note are expanded below. Information contains graphic images and sensitive
information. Sharing the contents of this report outside of SASAR is strictly prohibited.

2. BACKGROUND

The ARCC, in terms of the South African Maritime and Aeronautical Search and Rescue Act No.44 of 2002, is responsible for
the coordination of all aircraft in distress within the South African Search and Rescue Region (SRR). The ARCC is based at OR
Tambo International Airport and is supported by ATNS SOC and operates under the name ARCC Johannesburg.

3. DISCUSSION

The ARCC was involved in the following emergencies either monitoring the emergency in cooperation with ATC /ARFF or by
actively coordinating the emergency response with SAR Units.

During the period 1 August 2025 — 31 January 2026 hereafter referred to as the reporting period, the following statistical
data indicates the activities of the ARCC. The ARCC recorded 746 Occurrences during the reporting period, with a total of 46
aircraft accidents and 3 forced landings. A total of 564 occurrences took place in South Africa and 182 where attributed to
our SPOCs (Cospas Sarsat Distress Alerts). The Western Cape recorded 21 accidents and forced landing followed by Gauteng
with 10 accidents and forced landing, with the highest number of total occurrences was recorded in Gauteng with 275
occurrences (48.76%).

Eastern  Free North West Northern Western Grand
Province Cape State  Gauteng KZN  Limpopo Mpumalanga Province Cape Cape Total
Percentage of
Total 4.35%  8.70% 19.57% 6.52% 4.35% 4.35% 6.52% 2.17% 43.48%  100.00%

Table 1: Aircraft Accidents and percentage of the total’s accidents shown against the province of occurrence.
The following subsections expand on the ARCC operational occurrences.

NOTE:  Occurrences include: 121.5 Detections, Accidents, Aircraft Technical- In Flight Emergencies, ELT Detections,
ELT(DT) detections, EPIRB detections (outside the Maritime SPOCs), False Alert, Forced Landings, Missed Position
Reports, Non-Cancellation SAR (SAR Watch - Overdue ACFT) and PLBs.

3.1. IN-FLIGHT AND OTHER EMERGENCIES WHICH COULD RESULT OR HAVE RESULTED IN SEARCH AND RESCUE
OPERATIONS, TOGETHER WITH ACCIDENTS WHERE THE ARCC PROVIDED ASSISTANCE.

The following graphs show graphical representations of occurrences by type of occurrences as well as representations of

areas were occurrences and accidents occurred.
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Image 1: Locations of Accidents and Forced Landing

Occurences By Province

(Total, Percentage)
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Figure 1: ARCC Occurrences by Province of Occurrence
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Monthly ARCC Occurence Totals
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H PLBP 8 4 10 6 6 9
Hm Non Cancellation SAR Overdue ACFT 7 2 1 2 3 2
W Missed Position Report 3 2 2 1 3
M Forced Landings 2 1

H False Alert 1

H EPIRB 2 9 2 2
HELT(DT) 4 2 2 8 2 2
M ELT Detections 42 41 36 28 35 27
u AircraftExecrgn;Eili;ISn Flight 59 57 66 6 52 64
mADT 1 3
M Accident 11 3 6 10 5 11
M 121.5 Detection 5 4 8 5 1 8

Figure 2 Above: Total Monthly ARCC occurances displayed by occurence type as reported to the ARCC
3.2. OPERATIONS AFFECTED
ARCC occurrences are logged according to the operation type conducted by the operator/owner, the occurrences

actioned by the ARCC during the reporting period were captured as being 65% local operators, and 32% foreign
operators.
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Figure 3:Local versus Foreign operators for all ARCC occurrences

Flight Operations Type
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H Unknown 27 44 27 33 49 50
B Scheduled 17 33 29 23 25 18
Non-Scheduled 2 4 3 7 3 7
W State 2 1 1 3
m Mercy 1 2 2
M General 44 63 60 61 51 46

Figure 4: ARCC Occurences according to flight operations type.
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3.3.

Flight Operations Type

-

Mercy, 10, 1%

State, 18, 3%

\_ Non-Scheduled, 29,
4%

Figure 5: Total Flight operations

Separation of all occurrences into the operation type conducted by the owner or operator shows 37% of total
occurrences were from the General category. General is a term used to describe General aviation which includes
training and general aviation categories. Scheduled operations contributed to 27% of all occurrences, but it needs to
be noted that these were mostly inflight emergency situations or ELT detections, none of which resulted in accidents
or forced landings. State represents as per SACAA Act, any Military or SAPS aircraft related occurrences.

EMERGENCIES BY TYPE

Reported emergencies are classified according to situations as reported to ATC at the time of occurrence. Pilots
report to ATC the nature of their emergency which is then classified under an emergency alert phase as per ICAO
requirements. Passenger medical emergencies was the highest number of any emergency actioned by the ARCC with
66 occuring during the reporting period.
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Figure 6: Emergencies as reported to ATC.

3.4.

EMERGENCY PHASES DECLARED AND REPORTED TO THE ARCC BY ALERTING POSTS.

The emergency phases actioned by the ARCC are declared by ATC. A total of 417 emergency phases were declared during
the reporting period. Each emergency phase is monitored and tracked until safe by the SMC on duty. Where required
emergency services are advised and the emergencies are monitored until the aircraft lands safely, or the situation is resolved.
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ATC Emergency Phases Declared
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Figure 7: Distress phases reported through ATC Alerting Posts showing totals and percentages

ATC Alert Phases Declared
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M INCERFA 33 49 53 36 31 55 257
B ALERFA 33 11 11 12 20 13 100
H DETRESFA 14 5 12 9 9 11 60

Figure 8: Distress phases received through ATC Alerting posts displayed monthly

3.5. ACCIDENT MORTALITY

Page 7 of 12



3.6.

3.7.

Provincial Accidents and Forced Landings and Mortality
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Figure 9: Aircraft accidents displayed against provinces with breakdown of fatalities and survivors. A&FL represents
Accidents and Forced Landings.

Sadly, following the 46 reported accidents in the reporting period 15 persons were fatally injured as a result of
aircraft accidents and 57 people survived. There were 5 survivors reported following the 3 forced landings.

ELT ACTIVITIES

A total of 207 ELT detections, 20 ELT(DT) and 43 PLB detections were received from the ASMCC. False alerts are
recorded and reported back to the Cospas Sarsat Secretariat. A 96% false alert rate was recorded for all beacons
activations, with 4 alerts received for actual distress situations.

The number of ELT(DT) activations has increased significantly, mainly to TAAG and SA Airlink acquiring new aircraft
filled with ELT(DT) devises. SatAuth has installed and is testing their ADT devises in Global Airways aircraft. Although
not part of the Cospas Sarsat alerts process they are LADR contributors and their alerts are received through the
LADR.

Cospas Sarsat Beacon Activations

Voluntary (non-
maintenance)
Activations, 1, 0%
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Unknown, 150, 53% H °
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Activations, 44, 15%

Undetermined, 22, 8%

Figure 10: Reasons provided for Cospas Sarsat Beacon detections.
AIRCRAFT TYPES

Occurrences actioned by the ARCC show that Fixed wing aircraft type where the highest in craft type in Occurrences
as well as accidents and forced landings. Although paragliders accounted for only 2% of all total occurrences, they have
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a 27% contribution to accident and forced landing totals. The SACAA AIID and SAHPA are actively monitoring the
number are Paragliding accidents.

Aircraft Type associated with Occurrences
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Figure 11: Aircraft types involved in Occurrences actioned by the ARCC
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Figure 12: Aircraft types involved in accident and forced landings .

INCIDENTS OF NOTE

4.1.

4.2

On 14 August 2025 at 15:57 local time, the ARCC was alerted to a plane crash off the coast near the Suncoast
Hotel by the NRSI. Multiple agencies, including the NSRI, Netcare HEMS, SAPS, SAPS Divers, Metro SAR, AlID, and
Mayday-SA, were activated in response. The NSRI and SAPS Divers immediately began searching for the pilot just
offshore, but no signs were found within 30 minutes of the aircraft entering the ocean. The search for both the
pilot and the wreckage continued over the following days until they were eventually recovered. At 19:00 local
time on the day of the crash, responsibility for the site was handed over to the SAPS Divers to continue the search,
and later to the AlID to conduct their investigation.

On 15 October 2025 at 12:39 local time, the ARCC was alerted through ATC in KZN to the possible crash of two
aircraft after a distress transmission was intercepted from a commercial operator. The KZN early warning group
was activated, and multiple agencies—including KZN SARZA, IPSS Paramedics, K9SARA, MSAR, HAMNET, Freddy’s
Fire Services, Nsele Security, SAPPI, MONDI, Clandestine Drones, and the SAPS—responded to the search. A
coordinated plan was developed using information from the last radar target position, last cell phone signal, other
tracking applications, and public reports. Adverse weather prevented aerial searches, so ground teams
commenced operations according to the SAR plan. At 18:02 local time, aircraft ZUPBC was located, but the pilot
had sustained fatal injuries. The search was suspended due to worsening weather and fading light, with a briefing
held at 20:30 local time to resume operations at first light. On 16 October, ground searches continued as weather
conditions remained below minimums for aerial support. At 07:14 local time, aircraft ZUPBD was found, and its

Page 9 of 12



pilot was also confirmed to have suffered fatal injuries. Both crash sites were subsequently handed over to SAPS
and AlID investigators for formal investigation.

4.3. On 16 October 2025, the ARCC was alerted to an overdue aircraft inbound for Kruger International Airport and
activated SAR resources via the Mpumalanga early warning network. Responding units included Barberton SAPS,
MAES Barberton, HAMNET, SARZA, ER24, SAPPI Rangers, GroundSAR, MSAR, Mpumalanga EMS-HEMS, Fidelity
Helicopter, and Leading-Edge Aviation. Adverse weather prevented aerial searches, so a ground search plan was
initiated at 16:30 local time but later suspended due to worsening conditions. On 17 October, weather remained
below minimums, and ground searches continued throughout the day until 18:00, when they were again
suspended due to poor light and weather. On 18 October, conditions were still unsuitable for helicopter
operations, though HEMS remained on standby as weather showed signs of improvement. Ground searches
continued until 08:30 local time, when Fidelity9, Aeromed4, and Leading-Edge aviation became airborne to
commence an aerial search. At 10:53, Leading Edge Aviation located the crash site where it was confirmed that
the pilot had sustained fatal injuries. By 11:30, the scene was formally handed over to SAPS and AlID investigators
for further examination.

5. ELT DATABASE

ELT detections for the reported period for South African beacons shows that 44% were correctly registered at the time
of detection, with 48% not registered, and 8% out of date details. There is an increase in the number of registered ELTs
that were detected, but the amount is still within an acceptable range. The SACAA have been engaged again at the
recent SASAR Document review group where the SACAA noted they would actively action the item. The Executive of
Executive Aviation Safety Operations at the SACAA has advised that the SACAA is working on resolving the ELT database.
Currently the situation is poor.

South african ELT Beacon Details Registration
Status

Not Registered, 24,
26%

Out of date, 5, 5%

Figure 13: ELT database status for ELT detections

6. SAR AWARENESS
SAR awareness is still on going, with the ARCC engaging with flight schools and other roll players to increase awareness.

7. SAR COMMUNICATION MATTERS

SPOC Communication tests conducted on behalf of ASMCC for the ASMCC service area are shown below. The SPOC tests
are conducted monthly on AFTN and WhatsApp.

During the full year 2025 the there was an 88% success rate in SPOC tests conducted between all the SPOCs. Full Details
are available in the ASMCC report.
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- Monthly SPOC Test Results For the ASMCC

. Service Area
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5
0
Aug-25 Sept-25 Oct-25 Nov-25 Dec-25 Jan-26
Aug-25 Sept-25 Oct-25 Nov-25 Dec-25 Jan-26
B Successful 14 15 13 12 10 12
W Unsuccessful 1 0 2 3 5 3

Figure 15: Monthly SPOC test results.

8. OPERATIONAL LETTERS OF PROCEDURE

The SPOC aranement with Burundi is still outstanding and the ARCC has been working with the ICAO regional office in an
attempt to conclude this, however feedback and correspondance is very slow from their side.

The ARCC has updateed all SPOC contact details from the SPOCs and provided the updated detaisl to the ASMCC, ICAO
Regional office and Cospas Sarsat.

9.  SAR TRAINING, EXERCISES AND WORKSHOPS

9.1. SMC Courses
The ARCC has been working with the Aviation Training Academy to create an SMC course for the ICAO Train Air
program. In December 2025, the course was successfully validated through ICAO and will now be presented at
the ATA with SMCs from the ARCC.

9.2. Training
Six SMCs have completed the ICAO SMC validation course and will be attending the ICAO Instructors course in
due course.

9.3. Exercises
No Additional training exercises have been conducted

9.4. Meetings
9.4.1. Cospas Sarsat — Open Council 73rd meeting was held in Doha, Qatar from 20-23 October 2025. The ARCC
Chief was head of the south African delegation at the meeting.
9.4.2. ICAO/IMO Joint Working Group on Search and Rescue was held in Sydney, Australia from 3-7 November
2025. The ARCC Chief was the head of the South African Delegations

9.5. Awareness
The ARCC has attended the 3" annual Aviation Safety Seminar at Wonderboom airport, 2 December 2025
The ARCC facilitated a MASS Rescue Presentation, given by the team SOS Mediterranee. Members from

10. OTHER BUSINESS

10.1.1.SPOCs
10.1.1.1.The ARCC has been engaging with various countries on the African continent and surroundings. We
have successfully created communication links with the following additional countries to ensure
better connectivity and sharing of information for aeronautical SAR.

10.1.1.2.
Cospas Sarsat SPOCs Other SPOCs
Angola, Botswana, Burundi, Ghana, Nigeria, Seychelles, Sudan, Tanzania,
DRC, Eswatini, Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia, Tunisia, Kenya, Le Reunion, Brazil, Madagascar
Mozambique, Rwanda, Zambia, St Helena, Uganda,
Zimbabwe
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11. RECOMMENDATIONS

11.1. The Aeronautical Sub Committee is requested to:
11.1.1.Note the ARCCs report prior submission to the SASAR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
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